


Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

It is with great joy and gratitude to God that I extend my warm greetings and prayerful
wishes to everyone associated with the Vacation Bible School 2026 of Trinity Mar Thoma

Church, Hamilton.
VBS is a wonderful ministry of the Church through which we nurture young hearts in the
Word of God and help children grow in faith, love, and Christian values. This year, we are

blessed with the participation of 69 children. Each child is precious in God's sight, and we pray
that the lessons learned, friendships formed, and joyful experiences shared during these days

will remain in their hearts and strengthen their faith.
As Proverbs 22:6 reminds us, "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he

will not depart from it."
I express my sincere appreciation to Rev. Mathews George, VBS Director, for his spiritual
leadership; Mrs. Annamma Eapen, Headmistress, for her dedicated guidance; and Mrs. Sini

Mariam George, Convenor, together with the Church Executive Committee members, for their
valuable support and commitment.

A special word of thanks goes to our 10 teachers and all the volunteers who have generously
shared their time, talents, and love with our children. I also appreciate the parents of our 65
children for their trust, encouragement, and partnership in nurturing them in the Christian

faith.
Children are a precious part of the Church today, and it is our shared responsibility to help
them know Christ, grow in His Word, and become faithful witnesses in the world. May the
seeds of God's Word planted through this VBS continue to grow and bear abundant fruit in

their lives.
May the Lord bless every child, teacher, volunteer, parent, and leader, and make VBS 2026 a

lasting blessing to our Church and our families. To God be all glory and praise!
 Withprayers andblessings,

Rev. Jerry John

Vicar

Trinity Mar Thoma Church, Hamilton



Standing Firm: A Call Wrapped in Love
One day in college, I was feeling down. A few days had passed and I wasn't feeling any better.
As usual, I called my parents and shared my predicament. My father's reaction shocked me:
"You are the one who studied Clinical Psychology. You need to stay strong. Deal with it!"
I was looking for pampering and compassion, so this unexpected order jolted me out of

complacency and made me take responsibility. Soon enough, through prayer, Bible reading and
some reflective exercises, I came out of that season feeling stronger.

This is not the prescription for everyone. Those who struggle with deeper conditions like
depression and chronic anxiety need medical and mental health assistance, and a lot of love.
Yet there are moments in life when we are called to take responsibility and stand firm in our

faith in the Lord Jesus.
Moses knew such a moment. When God called him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, he was
assured that God would be with him (Exodus 3:12). Later, with Pharaoh's army behind
them and the Red Sea in front, Moses, strengthened by God, told the people, "Do not be
afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The

Egyptians you see today you will never see again" (Exodus 14:13). One person standing firm in
the Lord can inspire others to stand firm.

This is the heart of our VBS. As a migrant community in New Zealand, we encourage the
children who come to stand firm in the faith of their ancestors, who found Christ as the

stronghold of their lives, as David describes God in Psalm 27:1 (NIV).
This year's VBS is founded on the testimony of the architect and builder (ശി ിയും

പണി ാരനും ) of our Church, St. Paul. After recounting how God saved him and led

him in ministry, Paul says, "Therefore…" and asks the Philippian church to stand firm in the
Lord, just as he did (Phil4:1). Notice that his exhortation is a call wrapped in love. He

addresses them as "my brothers and sisters," "my joy and crown," "my dear friends." Later
Paul restates his testimony: "I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength"

(Phil4:13). Just look at what Paul accomplished for Christ while standing firm!
Amy L. Sherman reminds us that we are called to be "agents of flourishing." This VBS is a
loving invitation to experience the strength of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, the rock on

whom we stand, so that when the storms of life come, we may be like the person who built
their house on the rock. Richard Foster, in Prayer: Finding the Heart's True Home, describes

prayer as a kind of "holy resistance" to whatever divides us and brings us down.
So come on, dear children! You are part of this resistance movement, so that you may flourish

and bear fruit, as Jesus says in John 15:16: "You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever

you ask in my name the Father will give you."
Thank you, Jerry Achen and Hamilton Trinity Mar Thoma Sunday School (NZ), for having me
as your VBS director this year. I pray that we all grow together in the Lord and flourish for

the glory of His name!

Mathews George (Rev. )
PhD Candidate (Theology), University of Auckland | Waipapa Taumata Rao / Malankara Mar Thoma
Syrian Church.
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